_ 
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a , ſuccin&*Knowledge of his Duty to God and Man, without 
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Keen he fal-fame Thing .. 


Or ſerious Attempt to ſhew © 
WHAT TRUE RELIGION is, 


| Abſtenied from all Accidents and all Circumſtances: 


APPLIED 10 


ee 'CurISTIANITY and 
. MAHOMETANISM, 


" TOGRTHER Wr 


ral and rational Directions how to attain 
. Exhortations, (Fc, peculiarly nap 
t CnxisrIIANITr. 


Intended to awaken in the unthinking Part of Mankind. 


a ſuitable Concern about their — 1 and future Felicity ; 
but more eſpecially to give the ſerious Inquirer a clear and 


the Labour, Coſt, and Perplexity of procuring and readi 
the various and voluminous Writings upon — moſt impor- 


unt SubjeR. 
. Clear of all CONTROVERSY. 


knowing, but to 

and ſettle the Lonfaſed and fluctuating I —— 
many Books on religious Subj without 
Idea of what is Efſential to 


late 
who have read 
attaining any clear and p 


< roper 
| true Religion, _ PE Circumſtantlal to it. 


— 1 
Prin for Jacon RopBinsoN, at the Golden-Lion in 


Ludgate-Street, M. Dec. x ll. 
(Price One Shilling.) - 
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| 'The PRE F ACE. 
1 Believe it will be readily granted me, that 

1 the greateſt part of mankind, at leaſt of 
tbe Chriſtian world, at one time or other, 
entertain thoughts of entering into a religious 
courſe, in order to ſecure their everlaſting hap= 
fineſs, Now every one at ſuch a time will 
read with ardency, and diligence, ſuch books as 
may accidentally fall into their hands, treating 
on religious matters, and which are all by the 
unthinking part of mankind comprebended un- 
der the general name of good books, whatever 
be the doctrines they contain. What a labyrinth 
this muſt bring an anxious mind into, is obvi- 
ous to every one who conſiders the thing. How 
many books riay ſuch a perſon read, without 
any regular knowledge of what he is to be, and 
what he is to do! If he happen to lite on books 
wherein controverted points are introduced, it 
is not unlikely, but after he has read, and per- 
baps in his own mind approved the ſentiments 


contained in one treatiſe, he meets with ano- 


ther, that comes very near the giving up to ever- 
laſting miſery all who think in that way; it is 
more than poſſible he meets with a third, which 
does the ſame by both the former, and this only 

A2 on 


The PRE FAC E. 
on account of ſome circumflantial tifference be- 
tween them; the conſequence of this will be, ei- 
ther that 2 perſon ſhall look on all Relivion as 
the yp contrivance of defigning men ; or that 
being utterly at a lgſi how to concei ve of it, or 
how it is to be attained, he fits down in a dark 
anxiety about his ht in the great Hereafter : 


and tho it is poſſible he may be poſſeſſed of the 
thing, it is impoſſible he ſhould enjoy the comforts 


that are his due. If it ſo happen, that he meets 


with ſuch books as are Freer From controverſy, 
the Jutjeel is drawn out into ſuch a multitude 
of particulars, and carried on to fo bigh at- 


tainments, that the mind of a perſon, who has 
but newly begun to think of theſe Matters, is 
thrown into confuſion, and is often brought in- 
to diſtreſi, and all this only for want of know- 


ing what is, and what is not efſential- to true 


Religion. In order therefore to prevent theſe 
inconveniencies, and to ſupply that wherein 
books of praiical divinity have hitherto been 
deficient, T bave endeavoured, within the com- 


paſs of a few ſheets, to give ſuch perſons the 


knowledge fo apparently neceſſary, by a defint- 
tion of Religion, which I apprehend includes all 
that is eſſential, and excludes all that is acci- 
dental, or circumſtantial: And in the ſuc- 
ceeding part of the treatiſe, pointed out thoſe 
nc ans of becoming truly religious, and confe- 

quently 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


; 
| 
| 
| 


quently truly happy, which to perſons of e- 


ſhould go: And to comfort and . the 
ſerious to hold out to the end. 


of water, 


The PREFACE. 


very denomination, I think, muſt appear, both 


from ſcripture and reaſon, moſt directiy tend- 


ing to the end defigned. Thus my intention is 
to be equally acceptable, that I may be equally 


uſe ful to all, that whatever prejudice of edu- 


cation my reader is under, that Prejudice may 
be no hindrance at all to his approving and 

receiving the directions, exhortations, or re- 
proofs he ſhall here meet with. How far I 
ſhall attain my purpoſe, only time can ſbew; 


_ however, I have the ſatigfaction to know, that 
ſome perſons who ſtand foremoſt among the wiſe 


and good of the preſent age, are-of opinion I 
bid fair for it, and have encouraged the pub. 
lication of this work, as conceiving it has an 
aptitude to inform the leſs knowing, that Re. 
ligion comſiſis not in Norioxs, SOUNDs, and 
GesTURES: To awaken in the heedleſs a je 
rious concern for their own happineſs : To +» 
ſhame the profane out of their impiety : ' To © 
direct the bewildered in the way wherein they 


Now that theſe purpoſes may indeed be from 
moted by it, Reader, let your deſires aſtend © 
with mine to him, who knows the hearts of the 
children of men, and turns them as the rivers 


The 


2 — 


1 dee ay „e 
- {$5 d 4 


8 = 
r 1 
V % - * % 
* 
0 9 . 
Ld „ T 5 z © Oo * * 9 
33 — 4 | ” W 4 * 
* : Y 8 %- * 
* 
- - = 
* 


3 iy wn 40 


INTRODUCTION: 


O all WAKER Religion js PST 
and the moſt important. A capacity 

for it, is our chief elevation above the brutal 
world; and the exerciſe of it is our chief affi- 
nity to the angelick, and our chief diſtinction 

from the infernal World. The life there fore 

that is without it, is in reſpect of the ſenſative 

part the life of a brute, and in reſpect of the 
rational part, it is the life of a devil; and by 

the nature-of things, as well as the appoint- 

ment of heaven, that fature endleſs life mult 

be a we of oy and horror. 


. A mind, poſſeſſed of this ge: will con- 
ceive it a / matter of the higheſt concern to 
| know what Religion is, what it is that makes 
an action to be a religious action, and which 
being taken away from any action, makes it 
ceaſe to be a religious action. Such a know- 
ledge will lay a foundation for ſelf-approbati- 
on, ſo far as actions are what they ſhould be, 
and for humiliation, as to all that wherein they 

A are 


= * 5 * 


Te INTRO DOUCTIOM. 
are deficient; things that have a great ſhare in 
1 nn . a nne 


W3 18 | 

Gee . 5 to the: ſettlirig. aby! own 
thoughts in this point, that, many years ago, 
I drew up, the Definition with which this EG 
ſay begins, as an anſwer to this queſtion, viz. 
What is Religion? The remarks that follow, 
are vrhat I conceived neceſſary to make n 
meaning in the Definition intelligible to othert, 
who might hereaſter ſee it, particularly my 
own children: the reflections, together with 
an inquiry, and the anſwer to that inquiry, 
which follow the remarks, may be eſteemed a - 
practical application of the doctrinal part of it. 


What is ſaid of different Religions, came 
to my thoughts aſter the other parts were fi- 
niſhed, and ſtands a fente to protect the 
whole from being trampled under foot by an 
objection, after this manner: How can this 


Definition be juſt, ſeeing it does in effect deny 
that there are, or ever were different Religi- 


ons? Whereas it is beyond all contradiction, 
that there always have been, and to this day 
there ſtill are, divers Religions in the world, 
as the Fewiſb, the Cbriſtian, the Mahometan, 
and many Pagan Religions, and all theſe dif- 
fering very much from one another. 


The 


* INTRODUCTION. 


E * 3. 1 „ ct * 9901 : J. 


The diſtribution of our e 7 
ing Religion under two general heads, which 


_ concludes the whole, gives ſome hints (ſuch 


as'I apprehend may be very uſeful) of the pe⸗ 
culiars that enter into the notion, and intb 
the exerciſe of Religion with man fince he loſt 
his innocence, which one might call conco- 
mitants of the poſf-Japſarian Religion: and 
ſome hints of the vaſt advantage 4 divine reve- 
lation is to them that are favoured with it. 

+ 1 2 Hains n 
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DEFINITION 
. 207 ws 
RELIGION. 
RELIGION is a living principle, 
ppring, or root of actions in 
the foul ; wrought there by the 
hand of him that made us: 
with prevallingly. diſpoſeth the perſon 
that has it to honour' and fear God as the 
ſnpreme Lord, to eſteem him as the chief 
good; and to exerciſe and expreſs that honour, 
that fear, and that eſteem, by all the means, 


and in all the ways, known to him to be, 
appointed for ſuch exerciſe and expreſſion. 
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A. ſpecial Wore. | 
N. B. Here it is to be eſpecially noted, cha v 


although the Lord Jeſus Chriſt be not expreſsly 
mentioned in this definition, yet 'tis under- 


flood that mankind 1s een to his media 
tion for all the religion (properly ſo called) 


that has ever been found among them, gh 


our firſt parents loſt their innocence. 
evident, that in their violation of the divine 
precept, they firſt ceaſed to honour and fear 
God as the ſupreme Lord, ceaſed to eſteem 
nim as the chief good: then they put forth 
the hand, they took and eat, and fo by an 


outward action did expreſs the. ſad - Rel 


that had paſs'd within: for as their 
ing from the prohibited fruit was an out 
expreſſion of that honour, that fear, 
that eſteem of him with whith they Were 
created, and to which they were een ſo 
their taking and eating it was an outward 
expreſſion of their having laid aſide that ho- 
nour and fear, and of their having ſome- 
thing elſe in higher eſtimation than the divine 
favour. Thus that principle, which was the 
glory, and produced the happineſs of human 
nature, was broken, was loſt; nor was it 
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ever polleſſed by any of their deſcendants but 
by a new creation. For thus it is claim d by 
the great author of all things, and thus it is 
promiſed by the father of mercies. I will 
give them an heart to know. me.: I ill put 
my law in their inward parts, and write it in 
their heurtsb Twill give them ane beart, 
and one way, that they may fear me for ever. 
1 will put my fear in their hearts, and they 
Ball not depart from 'me.* Twill" give them 
one heart, and I will put a new ſpirit into 
you ; ad T will take away the ſtony heart 
out of their fleſh, and will give them an 
heart of fleſh, that they may walk in my 
'Ratutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do 
them, and they ſhall be my People, and I will 
be their God.* And it is only in Chrift that 
God is thus' reconciling the World to himſe If. Hf £ 
if any are "created Unto good * tis in 


Curil Jeſus 


From the forego eg of ſcri pros 
it appears, 


PIRST, That religion is a principle 


of action. 

Fer. xxiv. 7. Þ Ter. xxxi. 33. Jer. xxxii. 
39. d Fer. xxxii. 40. © Exe. xi. 19, 20. 
f 2 Cor. v. 19. E Fph. ii. 10. 


B 2 SECOND. 


YA 4 RS 
SECONDLY That Gs of it is the 
hear or ſoul. 


| THIRDLY, That it is "BL * 
| FOURTHLY, That God is the author 


of it; and, 


bs PIT RL That us in Chrift Jeſus col 
that he is fo to man fince the fall. 
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N. ON THE FOREGOING DEPINITION, 


| The ination faith, chat religion is a 
PRINCIPLE, ſpring, or root of Acrioxs. 
And thus it is ſomewhat very different from 2 
Meer ſet of. notions. 80 that one may have 
a thorough acquaintance with all the doctrines 
and precepts even of chriſtianity, and * 
have no religion. 


It faich further, that religion 3 is a LIVING 
principle of action, and thus it is ſomewhat 
very different from a ſhort-live'd fit of de- 
votion, ſuch as is ſignified by the produce of 
that ſeed which fell on ſtony ground. He 
that has ſeemed to himſelf, and to others, to 
have ſomewhat within producing the effects 
mentioned in the definition, but finds them 
diſcontinue, may well ſuſpect his condition; 
and where there is not a return to a courſe of 
thoſe actings, tis certain there never was ſuch 
a principle planted. For whoſoever is born of 


God, doth not (ſo) commit fin; for his ſeed re- 
maineth in him: and he cannot (þ) Vn, be- 


cauſe be is born of Gada 


2 I Johy iii, 9 4 
Fo The 


9 To: 


: 


a principle in the ſoul, wRoUGHT THERE 


BY THE HAND OF HIM THAT MADE us; 
and thus it is ſomewhat very different 'from 
all that can be conferred upon us by our fellow 
creatures, or that is within the 700 F "our 


02077 Arm alone. 


Again, the definition faith, that reti- 
gion is a principle which D1sPosETH 
THE PERSON TO HONOUR AND FEAR Gop 
AS THE SUPREME LORD, AND TO ESTEEM 


HIM AS THE CHIEF GOOD; and thus it is 


ſomewhat very different from one's 'efÞoufing 
a party, or joining one's ſelf to any particular 
religious fociety, or a meer performance of the 
outwward actions of religious worſhip ; fuch as 
bearing, reading, praying, &c. theſe things 
are good in their kind, but are outward things, 
or tetminate on outward objects; whereas re- 
ligion (properly fo call'd) is an inward thing, 
its actings are inward, and its object invi- 
fible, - vz. the Moſt High. 


Azain, the definition faith, that teligion 
PREVAILINGLY diſpoſcth the ſoul to honour 
and fear God as the ſupreme Lord, and to 

| eſtcem 


1 
eſteem him as the chief good; and thus it is 


ſomewhat very different from that (whatever 
it be) wich produceth no more than empty 


wiſhes, faint and fruitleſs defires of ſo doing: 
for it not only gives the ſoul a tendency t᷑v- 
ward, but carries the ſoul thoroughly 1 into theſe 

ſentiments, and theſe ackings. 


Again, religion is ſaid to Mok a perſon _ 
to EXERCISE AND EXPRESS THAT HONOUR, 
FEAR AND ESTEEM, BY ALL THE MEANS, 
AND IN ALL THE WAYS, APPOINTED FOR 
SUCH EXERCISE AND EXPRESSION 3 and 
thus differs from a dead faith that dee nof 
produce good works. For the better under- 
ſtanding this laſt particular I would fay, 


I conceive all good works to be either ex- 
erciſes or expreſſions of thoſe inward ſenti- 
ments, which I call the honour and fear of 
God as the ſupreme Lord, and the eſteem 
of him as the chief good. 


To illuſtrate this it may be conſider d, that 
works of piety have the chief place among 
thoſe that are called good works, and theſe 
are either inward or outward. 


Inward 


Inward, works of piety conſiſt in the actual 
exerciſe. of thoſe. inwatd Sentimeſitz; the very 
eſſence of theſe inward works of piety is the 
ſoul's thinking of God with reverential e- 
ſhe, with awful ar; joining honour and 
eſteem to our thoughts of him; highly valuing 
his favour, believing his declarations, hoping 
in his mercy, ſubmitting to his correction, &c. 
in ſuch actings of the ſoul conſiſts all ſpiritual 
worſhip, or worſhipping God in the ſpirit. 
Wherefore theſe. good works muſt be owned 
to be exerciſes of the honour and fear of God 
as the ſupreme Lord, and an eſteem of him 


. as the chief good: 


As to what may be called emtward acts of 
piety, they are either wordt whereby thoſe 
inward ſentiments are expreſſed, or aFions 
waereby they are /ignified. 


And thus it appears, that all works of 
piety are either exerciſes or expreſſions of the 
honour and fear of God as the ſupreme Lord, 
and an eſteem of him as the chief good. But 
of theſe outward works of Panty would ſay 
further, 
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Þ& hach plead our orendign. Lad ts 
appoint divers outward ordinances, wherein 
our; bodies are to perform their patt in his 
worſhip z and — as T for theſe 
2 & 71 * Wc | (1.99 
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FIRST ws: nie hg 
mage from our bodies as 3 n out 
Je: reg they both are bis. LP 


' SECON DLY, Theſe n. aim 
are to help our Goals: in the exerciſe of thoſe - 
n ſentiments afore- mentioned; or, 


' THIRDLY, To. expreſi thols ſenti- 
ments, that ſo we ourſelves may be the bettet 
appriſed of our own actings that way to oui 
— and; 


POUR THLY, Thar others bebolding 
us may be excited to do the ſame, fo honour: 
gur heavenly Lord and Father aftet our ex- 
ample. 5 


| Thus when we 80 up to his hooks; to 
keep holy his day, our bodies are obedient to a 


* Mat, v. 16. 2 
C | divine 


 _ of their uh 


 bledependance; that joyful hope, that thank- 
ful gratitude, that quicting patience, Ee. 
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divine command, and give a publick teſtimony 


jection-to his authority. One End 


of preaching of the Word, is to lead our ſpirits 


into a cotitemplation of thoſe excellencies 
chat are with him, or thoſe favours that flow 
to us from him: which contemplation has 


an aptitude to excite in us that reverential 
reſpeR; that affectionate eſteem, that hum- 


wherein, as I faid above, the very effence of 
ſpiritual worſhip conſiſts: In . prayer theſe 


things are exprefed by the ſpeaker, and exer- 
ciſed both by him that ſpeaks, and them 


that hear, if they are in earneſt in what they 
ate about; and our outward deportment ought 
n e wah fuch an inward exerciſe. 


| Now * theſe bodily ations are not 
properly works of piety, or pleaſing to God 


when they are alone, that is, when they are 


without that inward ſpiritual worſhip juſt 
mentioned, yet he that is not prevailingly 
diſpoſed to attend on theſe outward ordinances, 
(fo far as the revealed will of God has made 
x his indiſpenſable duty to attend) can by 


no means ſupport his pretenſions to a reli- 


* character, —_ that by neglecting 
theſe, 


1111 
theſe he renoutices his ſubjection to God 28 
the ſupreme Lord, and tells the world he 


neither honours him nor r wand 10 "_ 
Flaracer, _ A * v ee 


There are alſo cer 188 nr vit. 
works of juſtice, and works of mercy, which 
our' great law-giver has commanded us to 
perform, as we have capacity and opportu- 
nity. To theſe likewiſe true religion will 
preyailingly incline us. An habjtual, allowed 
neglect of theſe, will as effectually cut us off 
from any juſt claim to a religious character, a 
a negle& of thoſe other actions before men- 
tioned, wherein religion is more immediately, 
but not more truely concerned. For thus St. 
James deſcribes religion: Pure religion and 
undefiled before God and the Father (ſays he) 
7s to viſit the fatherleſi and the widow in their 
efliction, and to keep himſelf unſpotted from 
the worlds As if he had ſaid, If you ima- 
gine yourſelves to be religious perſons, and 
yet make no account of performing works 
of juſtice and mercy, You deceive yourſelves : 
For true religion is a principle that will as 
prevallingly diſpoſe to theſe, as to thoſe other 


a Fam, i. 27. 


C 2 more 
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more ſpiritual good works, of faith and hope, 
&c, For what doth it profit, my brethrey; 
though a men ſay he have faith, and have nat 
wworks? Can (ſuch a) faith ſave bim? a Ne, 
no; ſuch a faith can no more fave his ſoul, 
then a wither d leg can ſupport his body, : 


Now theſe worke of juſtice and mercy he- 


ing (as I faid) commanded us of God, may 
be as truly acts of obedience to his authority, 
as works of piety, and ſo may as truly expreſs 


our honour and fear of him the ſupreme Lord, 


and our eſteem of him the chief good, as thoſe 
works can do. So that you ſee whatever kind 
of good works our thoughts fix upon, they 
ſtill come under the denomination of exerciſes 


or expreſſions of our honour and fear of 


God as the ſupreme Lord, and our ſteer 
of bim as the chief good, 


ven. li, 14. 
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Now if, I am ident to ſuch ſentiments, ; 
ang ſuch actinge (as have been often. men- 
riowd above) in the general courſe of m 
gonyerſation, I think J ought to encourage 
myſelf in a comfortable perſwaſion that I am 
really a religious perſon, am in a good, in 
ſafe ſtate with reſpect to another world: al- 
though I may at the ſame time ſee great cauſe 
to humble my ſoul before God for the imper- 
fections of the beſt of my doings,” and for 
particular faults and failings. So on the other 
hand, if I am nat conſcious to ſuch ſenti- 
ments and ſuch actings in the general courſe 
of my converſation, I think I ought to con- 
dude that I am an irreligious petſon, and 
really in a moſt wretched and miſerable ſtate 
with reſpect to another world; although in 
ſome particular inſtances I may think I find 
my mind impreſſed with ſuch ſentiments, and 
employ'd in ſuch actings. It being always 
underſtood that the predominant part gives 
denomination to any character. 


When we conſider religion | in the light of 
the above definition, how juſt, how equitable 
and 


| 1 14 1 

and comely do all religious actions appear ? 
How juſt and equal, how comely a thing is 
it to give the higheſt honour and fear to the 
higheſt authority' and power? To pay the 
greateſt reverence to the moſt excellent ma- 
jeſty? To have the higheſt eſteem for the 
fountain of perfeRtion ? Here is the higheſt 
reaſon imaginable, Here the action and the 
object 8 a Poet A MD . 


No more let hs n man be put out 
of countenance by the ſcoffers of the times, 


ſeeing thoſe ations whereby he is diſtinguiſhed 
as a religious man from other men, are per- 


fectly correſpondent to reaſon perhaps more 
fo than any other actions are or can be. Yea 


let him rather glory in this, that he knoweth 


and honoureth the King eternal, immortal, in- 
vijſible, the only wiſe Ged, fo | whom be kur 
and gory Ver ever. a 


on the — * Mn, che invligious perſon 
is to the higheſt degree irrational. Is it 
poſſible to form an image more monſtrous, 
than that of a being having rational powers, 
who acknowledges that there is an authority 


2 Tim, i. 17. 
not 


yaſtly tranſcending all others, and yet does 


6 1 


not pay the higheſt Th to that ſupreme 55 


authority? Who knows there is a power chat 


is abſolu tely without reſtraint or limitation, 


and yet is more aw'd by ſomewhat elic ? Who 
is not conſcious of a reyerential reſpe& paid 
to the moſt excellent Majeſty, ſurpaſſing all 
the reſpe& his ſoul pays to any other? Who 
owns there is a fountain of perfection whence 
all of perfection that is found throughout 
the whole creation flows, and yet is not con- 
ſcious to a ſupreme eſteem of it; but in the 


compariſon gives the preference to ſome one 


drop that flows from that fountain, and that 


too alloyed with much imperſection? No 


more then let the prophane boaſt of reaſon, 
ſeeing the whole ſtream of his conduct runs 
counter to its plaineſt and ſtrongeſt dictates, 
and that too in things of the higheſt nature, 

and greateſt concern. Let them rather bluſh 


that they are ſunk below the dignity of man, 


even to the rank of beaſts that periſh, 
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n any one, from what has balk wy of 
" wahlt) of man to pröduce in himſell 
this prineiple, to make himſelf a reli gious 
perſon, ſhould draw bontluſions in -orfogs to 
God, and petnicious to his own foul; 1 will 
now fuþpoſe a Queſtioti to be put thus: See- 
ing that Religion is a matter of ib great im- 


portance, and that it is not a thing in our 


own power, what is to be done by one that 
np Ne has it not, but is defirons to obtain ie? 


* 


te Aus w l, 


Getting ſome plain e which every | 


Pe Hen, who is tortſcious that he is not reli. 
1 would. ds well to lila. 55 


1774 17112. 1 | 
The queſtion before us is indeed one of 


the greateſt importance, and where the ſoul is 
in good earneſt making ſuch an enquiry; 2 ſes 
rious and pertinent anſwer will be as bread 
to the hungry, to whom even every bitter thing 
7s fiveet;* though it will be no wonder, if 
ſagh, as are regardleſs of another world, 
ſhould treat it with contempt. Howebef, 
Pro. xxvii. 7. 


having 


L 17 1 
having ſo far engaged in the cauſe, I'll ſcatter 
the good ' ſeed at a venture; and if at the laſt 
day any one ſhall be foumd to have been 
profited by it, will be a glorious harveſt of 
my little labour. E * my anſwer as 
follows : ae HO 04” wen Wart ha 1 

Ald alt, in W iv FR you 
can never obtain religion, but by the favour . 
of him from whom proceedeth every good gift, 
and every perfect gift ;% and yet that without 
it you periſh for ever, common prudence com- 
mandeth, 10 b. 1 "0829 
FRS 7, That you be diligently ſolicitous 
to know his will, what he would have you 
_ and how he would haye = behave. 


SECONDLY, That you make it the 
matter -of your ſerious concern, and diligent 
endeavour, as far as you are. able, to pleaſe 
him, to do what he would haye you do, and 
forbear what he would have you forbear, 


ä THIRDLY, That whenever by any means 
you fail in either of. theſe, that is, when you 


James i. 17. E 


D Tee 'have 


ek 
have done any thing he has forbidden you 
or neglected to do any. thing be has com- 
mandled, tis highly neceſſary you ſhould en- 
deavour to be diſpleaſed with yourſelf on that 
account, confeſs the fault, aſk bis forgiveneſs; 
and renew your purpoſe to watch. againſt, 
and ſtrive againſt being brought into the like 
mikdemecanour _ __ time to come. | 


Thek 1 particular I conceive do compre- 
bend all that is to be done in the caſe, and 1 
fhould think would not be left undone by any 
perſon that at preſent is void of religion (who 
was in any conſiderable degree convinced of his 
condition and of his duty) but for that con- 
 trarjety thete is in human nature to God, and 
to the things df an heavenly life. But be- 
cauſe I am ſuppoſed to be writing for the uſe 
of ſuch as are not much acquainted with theſe 
matters, it will be neceffary to be fomewhar 
more particular, _ r premiſed the 
following ae. | 


Be not diſcouraged chat the thing you are 
defirous to obtain is out of your own reach; 
that there is ſome ſeeming uncertainty whether 
you ſhall ſucceed. Confider that the whole 
courſe of human actions is in a ſtate of un- 
' deniable uncertainty, and yet they go on from 
age 


i 
age to age: The ſucceſs our univerſal dent 


ſuffiq;ent encouragement to every ſucceeding 
generation, to purſue thoſe meaſures which 
have a probability of ſucceſs, though no one 
ſingle perſon of them all could ever yet en- 
ſure the event. The profit the merchant de- 
fires to obtain is a thing entirely out of his 
reach, The increaſe the huſbandman deſires 
to obtain is a thing wholly out of the power 
of his own hand. Yet the one ſends out his 
ſubſtance, and the other plows and ſows, &c. 
Thus che children of this world are continu- 
ally ſhewing them ſelves wiſe in their genera- 
tion; and their wiſdom, in things pertaining 
to a preſent tranſitory life, is propoſed by oar 
Lord and Saviour as an example worthy our 
imitation, in things that pertain to a future 
endleſs lite. Therefore be not diſcouraged 
at the ſeeming uncertainty of the event, but 
let the high probability there is of ſucceſs de- 
termine you. For as you'll ſee by what is 
faid under the particulars following, your hope 
of ſucceſs is founded upon the promiſe of the 
God of truth ; and all the uncertainty there 
is in the caſe ariſes from our inſtability. If 


« Luke xvi. 8. 
D 2 we 


has given to thoſe that went before, proves a 
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And, 


20. 


we turn at his reproof he Will pour out his 


ſpirit unto us If we aſk; it ſhall be given 


us, if we ſeek, we ſhall find, if we knock, 
it ſhall be opened unto ue.> The particular 
| — in chis caſe are theſe four, * 


| = I R ST, Study the eriptares. 


SECONDLY Give diligent anteridants 
to the preaching of the word. 


TH IRD L 25: Be inſtant in Piaget 


P O UR T H LY, Rte to 1 your 
life and actions rally with the Divine Com- 
mands. Of theſe in their order: 


N R S T. Study the ſcriptures of the Old 
and New Teſtament (of the Old Teſtament, 
the Palms in particular.) Theſe two volumes 


are that book wherein the God of heaven has 
revealed as much of himſelf, and of his will 


concerning us, as is neceſſary for us to know, 
in order to our obtaining an intereſt in his 
preſent favour, and his future heaven. Tis 


* Prov. xxiii. » Matt. vii. 7. 
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| here therefore that we muſt el chat We 

edge of him, and of bis will, which w-we 
want in the firſt place, Let 800 a day paſs _ 
withour your reading ſome part of this book, 
For all ſcripture is given by inſpiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, ' 
for correction, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs, 
that the man of G od may be perfett, e 
furniſhed unto all good works. 


SECONDLY, Give diligent acdc 
to the preaching of the word. *Tis in this 
ordinance that with the greateſt reaſon we ex- 
pect to experience all thoſe Divine influences 
upon our ſpirits, whereby we may become 
truly religious. 'T7s by the fooliſhneſs of preach- 
ing that it pleaſeth God to ſave nner. b Tis 
in the aſſemblies of his people that it pleaſeth 
our great Lord and Saviour moſt frequently 
to beſtow theſe gifts of his favour, in accom- 
pliſhment of his promiſe to meet tavo or three 
gathered together in his name, and to bleſs them. 
The New Teſtament abounds with proofs, 
that by the preaching of the word dark minds 

have been enlightened, hard hearts ſoftened; 
obſtinate wills bowed, diſordered appetites 


* 2 Tim, ii. 16, 17, * 1Cor.i. 217. 


rectified. 


BEE, [a2]. 
rectified. The book of the Acts of the A- 
poſtles of Jefus Chriſt gives an account of 
multitudes that experienced a bleſſed change 
by this means. The epiſtles to the ſeveral 
Churches put it beyond all queſtion, that ſuch 
were the gracious influences of God on per- 
ſons. attending this inſtitution, that of noto- 
- rious ſinners. many became eminent ſaints;e 
and in the fame way the ſarne favour ſhall 
be beſtowed on finners to the end of the world. 
For he, who has all power in heaven and earth, 
it with his miniſters to this purpoſe alway even 
fo the end of the world, while they are teach- 
ing the obſervance of all things which he has 
Ccommanded.® *Tis here therefore we are to 
wait till che Lord ſhall pleaſe to work that 
in our minds, which he has wrought on the 
minds of thouſands from age to age, ſince his 
word firſt went forth from Feruſalem. Thus 
diſeaſed perſons waited at the pool of Betheſda 
for the troubling of the waters We read 
of a certain man, which had an infirmity 
thirty and eight years, who waited there un- 
der many diſcouragements, and (in all likeli- 
hood) had waited long te no Purpose, who 


a As ii. 42. AA iv. 81 I Cor. vi. 9, 10, 11. 
Matt. xxviii. 18, 20. Jobn v. | 
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yet was cured at laſt. And though be was 
not relieved in the ordinary way, that is, by 
ſtepping down into the water, yet it was in 
that place where ſuch favours uſed to be diſ- 
penſed, and while he was waiting in hopes 
that he obtained an healing. So in the houſe 
of God, and under the preaching of | his 
word, you have much encouragement to hope 
that he will put bis fear into your heart,* that 
he will urite bis law in your inward part.» 
And though you ſhould wait there long, and 
not have this the matter of your experience, 
if you ſhould therefore give over waiting, this 
man will riſe up in judgment againſt you; 
and condemn you, becauſe what he waited'for 
was of infinite leſs value than what you are 
waiting for. Indeed one would wonder that 
his diſcouragements did not make him de- 
ſpair, for there were many waiting there for 
the ſame benefit, and but one of them could 
receive it at one time: only he who, after 
the water had been troubled. by an angel, 
firſt ſtepped in, was made whole; and this poor 
man had no body to catch him up and clap 
him in, but while he, through his impotency, 
was hobling to get in by himſelf, ſtill ano-— 


* Ter. xxxii. 40. Fer. xxxi. 33. 


ther 


4). 


ther ſtepped into the pool befote him, and his 
attempt was fruſtrate, Yet he waited, yer he 


hoped ! Sure he muſt have hoped” againſt 
hope, yet he perſevered, and behold his hope 
and patience crowned with glorious ſacceſs! 


For the Lord Jeſus found him lying there, 


and knew that he had been now a long time 
in that caſes and he 9 him Whole. c 


+4 VI" tete ee weir at willen b gutes rn 


© watch at the poſts of her doors, I'll never 


* 


forſake the aſſemblies of God's people, 
where he uſually beſtowys his favours, but 


“ hold on to give my attendance in hope, 


66 


tt 


(t 


that ſooner or later the Lord may pleaſe 
to convey to me the bleſſing T want. The 


lame man juſt mentioned did not at laſt ſo 


much as get into the water, yet obtained 


an healing; for the Lord Jeſus, who found 
him there waiting, had compaſſion on him, 
and pronounced him whole. Thus, 0 


Lord, have thou compaſſion on me, whom 
thou ſceſt waiting there where thou haſt 


commanded me to wait. Speak thou the 

word and the plague of my heart ſhall be 

healed, my ſoul that's dead in fins and 
John v. 6, 8. 

4 treſpaſſes 
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= treſpaſſes ſhall be raiſed to newneſs of life. "I 
Such ſhould be the reſolutions and the fup- 
plications of every perſon defirous to become 
truly religious: For though Icannot take apon 
me to ſay, that none ſhall ever obtain this 
dleſſing without ſo doing, yet this is certain, 
that no perſon has a rational ground ſo much 
as to hope for it but in this way: Tho I can-- 
not take upon me to ſay, that the man who 
neither eats nor drinks in ſo many days ſhall 
certainly die, becauſe God may keep him a- 
live by a miracle for aught I know ; yet this 
is certain, that he has no rational ground ta 
hope the continuance of his life, who ob- 
ſtinately refuſeth all manner of ſuſtenance. 
As all mankind would agree in their ſentiments, 
and look on ſuch a one as dead already, fo 
all intelligent perſons muſt agree to look upon 
one, obſtinately perſiſting to abſent himſelf 
from the ordinances of God's houſe, as damned 
already : The ſentence of damnation is pro- 
nounced upon him by the law for paſt offen- 
ces, and he will not uſe the means appointed 
for his deliverance, yea though he know 
them, and be urged to uſe them ; what have 
we then to look for but the execution | 
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THIRDLY. Another thing, the ſeeker 


after religion muſt be found in the practice 
of, is prayer. The God on whom you have 


been directed to wait for the bleſſing of a 


new heart, an inward principle of holineſs, 
has directed and commanded that we aſk as 
well as ſeek tor it. Aft, ſays the Lord our 


Saviour, and ye ſhall receive: For if ye that 


are evil know how to give good gifts to your 
children, much more ſhall your heavenly Father 
give his Holy Spirit to them that aſe bim. a 
But then you muſt be determined to aſk with 
perſeverance, that is, to hold on aſking, and 
not give over if he ſhould delay to give; 
as our Lord argues in the parable of which 


this comniand is an application: For he ſaid 


unto them, which of you ſhall have a friend, 
and ſhall go unto him at mid-night, and fhall 
fay unto him, friend, lend me three haves, 
for a friend of mine in his journey is come unto 
me, and I have nothing to ſet before him; and 
he from within ſhall anfiver and ſay, trouble 
me not, the door is now ſhut, and my children 
are with me in bed; I cannot riſe to give thee : 
1 jay unto you, though he will not riſe and give 


» Luke xi. 1 3. 
bim, 


—  _G 
him, becauſe be is his friend, yet becauſe of 
his importunity, be will riſe and give bim as 
many as he needeth. Then he adds, 4, and 
ye ball receive, &c2 as if he had ſaid, Thus 
with perſevering continuance aſk, and then 
you ſhall receive. Here by the way I would 
take notice, that this parable is not intended 
to repreſent the Moft High as a being to be 
teized out of his favours by a troubleſome 
importunity, (no, this is a notion highly un- 
worthy of him who is rich unto all that call 
upon'him)> but to intimate what is the or- 
dinary conduct of perſons who are under. a 
ſenſe of ſome preſent preſſing neceflity, viz, | 
that they will not eaſily take a denial, and 
to propoſe ſuch a conduct as highly worthy 
our imitation in our purſuit of ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſings. And he ſpake yet another parable of 
the ſame ſort, and to the ſame purpoſe, viz. 
that men ought always to pray, and not to 
Faint.« This therefore muſt be attended to. 
Prayer muſt be made to God for this bleſſing, 
and that with perſevering continuance. In- 
deed how can I pretend that I defire God 
ſhould pour out his ſpirit unto me, that he 
ſhould work a principle of holineſs within 


* Luke xi. 5. to 10. * Rom x. 12. © Luke xvili. f. 
E 2 me 


LJ 
me (which is religion) if I won't ſo much as 
_ aſk him for it, or if I lightly take a denial, 
as though it were a matter of indifferency ? 

Methinks tis as if I ſhould ſay, Let him 
keep his gifts to himſelf, I have aſked him 
to pour out his ſpirit unto me, to work a 
* principle of holineſs within me, but I don't 
t ſee he-intends to give it, I don't perceive 
* he is about to work it, een let him let it 
« alone, I'll aſk him no more; if he muſt 
© be aſked fo often, and waited on ſo long, 
<< let them do it that will, for my part Pll 
e make myſelf caſy without it; I can but 
& be damned if I ha'n't it, and fo there's an 
te end of the matter,” The folly and mad- 
. neſs, the arrogance and blaſphemy of ſuch 
language, is ſo glaring, that every one muſt 
ſee it ; and he that would not have the charge 
of being a fool, a mad-man, and an arro- 
gant blaſphemer lie upon bim, muſt in this 


way of God's appointment ſeek far the 
bleſſing at bis hand. — 


But before I * to the next head of di- 
rection, I would ſay ſomething more of prayer 
in general. Prayer is part of that homage which 
as a creature I owe to God my Creator ; yea, 
tis not only a part of the homage I owe to 
God, but one way wherein all the parts of in- 
ward 
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ward ſpiritual homage and worſhip are exci- 
ted, exerciſed, and increaſed. 'Tisan ordinance 

of God wherein the ſinner is to {eek religion; in 
which the religious man is to exerciſe what he 


has, and to ſeek an addition of ftrengrh, vigour, 
and activity in it. If therefore I live without 
prayer (for the preſent) I live without reli. 
gion, without God in the world; and as long 
as I thus live, I can have no ground to hope 
(for the future) that I ſhall ever obtain it, but 
that blackneſs of darkneſs is reſerved for me, 

and fiery indignation will devour me as an 
adverſary. If therefore I would obtain of 
God that inward heavenly principle, it be- 
hoveth me by daily prayer to do him homage, 
This is indeed but a petty acknowledgment 
of this plain truth, viz. that in him I live 
and move, and have my being. One way 
wherein he requires me to fignify that I don't 
conceive myſelf to have made myſelf, or 
that I uphold myſelf, but that his is the hand 
that formed me, and his the power that ſuſ- 
tains me. And can I expect that God ſhould 
give me that water which ſhall be in me a 
well of water ſpringing up unto everlaſting 
life, while I allow myſelf to withold that 


Jahn iv. 18. 


acknow- 


acknewledgment of his being and providence, 
which he claims from every reaſonable creature 
for their life, and breath, and being; for his 
rain's falling, and his ſun's ſhining ? If I don't 
acknowledge the favours I have received, tis 
great preſumption, and impudence, to expect 
more and greater. The light of nature itſelf 
teaches, that the ſupreme being is to be ac- 
knowledged by prayer ; and revelation teaches, 
that tis to be done daily, Give us this day our 
daily bread.* Be this therefore my reſolution. 
I'll daily offer unto God this ſacrifice : In 
<< this way I'll expreſs che ſenſe I have of the 
« Divine Majeſty and perfections. In this 
* way Ill acknowledge his kindneſs in be. 
e ſtowing on me the good I have. In this 
« way I'll make my humble ſuit to him for 
te the good I want. In this way I'll acknow- 
« ledge my tranſgreſſions againſt him, and 
* endeavour to bring my ſoul to an abhor- 
& rence of itſelf on their account. In this 
c way I'll aſk his pardon, I'll ſeek his fa- 
“ your, his whom my fins do wrong, though 
* they cannot hurt; his who is rich in mercy 
* to them that call upon him, with vom 
& there are forgiveneſſes, and à plenteous re- 


Matt. vi. 11. 
« dempt ion, 


1 
. „ vrho pardoneth and multiplieth 
* topardon. Prayer! O thou reaſonable ſer- 
vice! Thou moſt valuable privilege! Hence- 
forth be thou my mother, my ſiſter and bro- 
* ther; near and dear to me, and conſtantly 
x with me. By thee I may draw down bleflings 
* from heaven invaluable, innumerable! By 
** thee I may ward off miſchiefs moſt dreadful, 
« moſt formidable! And O that thou, Lord, 
e wouldſt pour out upon me a ſpirit of prayer 
% and ſupplication, that I may pray in faith, 
e and in the ſpirit! However, III proſtrate 
* my ſoul at thy feet continually, II ſend 
de up the cry of nature for thine help, un- 
till thou ſhalt pleaſe to ſend down into 
my ſoul, that whereby I may cry, Father, 
e Father.> Yea, my purpoſe is to pray al- 
% ways, and not to faint, that though thou 
% ſhouldſt delay to give that which thou 
© oweſt not, I will not ceaſe to aſk that, 
* without which I ſhall periſh.” Such ſhould 
be the fixed purpoſe of every perſon * 


religion. 


FOURTHLY, He that would ſeck re- 
ligion in good earneſt, muſt ſet the Divine 


® Pſ. exxx. 4, 7. Kam. vii. 15, Gal. iu. 6. 
9 Com- 


* 


8 1 32 14 | 
| Commandments before hit as the rule of 
his actions, muſt honeſtly and diligentiy 
endeavour to have his life conformed to this 


law. Tis true, that in this life no one is 
able perfectly to keep theſe commandments. 


And if no one, no not the moſt religious per- 


ſon, be able, much leſs is he, who as yet is 
but in queſt of religion, able to do this. But 
there is a medium between perfectly keeping 
the commands, and an habitual, allowed, 
wilful breaking them; a giving way to e- 


very inclination, a complying with every mo- 
tion of my vicious affections or companions, 
without regarding whether what I am going 


to do be lawful or unlawful. There is a 


medium between my paying a compleat aud 


conſtant regard to my Maker's will, and my 
living as though there were no ſuch being, 
or as though he had given me no law to live 
by, or would call me to no account for the 
actions of my life. There is, I ſay, a me- 
dium between theſe two extremes, and in 
this medium very many degrees which are 
attainable in this life, and ſome of them 
practicable by every one; There is not a per- 

ſon ſo wickedly weak but is able to take 
ſome ſteps in this way towards the kingdom 


of God. For inſtance, he that can read, 


Can, 


t 33 1 

 ean, - Inflead of reading thoſe baoks, which 
he finds do excite: and cheriſh vicious incli- 
nations, and fo diſpdſe to the grofier breaches 
of the Divine Law, inſtead of reading theſe, 
I fay, every one can read ſuch books as are 
apt to damp the fire of corrupt indlinations, 
ſuch as are apt to excite an awful reverence 
of God, a regard to his preſence and autho» 
_ rity, an abhorrence of a courſe of fin, and 
| LAGS to the Tm of purity, 


Abin no one can deny, but that, inſtead of 
ſpending the Sabbath in drowſy retirement, 
or prophane entertainment, he can go to the 


houſe of God, can attend the ordinances of 
his worſhip, can do his Maker ſome'homage 


by daily 1 * So. Now he that is reſolved 
to make daily prayer to God, to read his 
word, as he has opportunity, and other books 
which have a tendency to promote ſerious, 
virtuous, and pious inclinations ; and to at- 
tend the ordinances of God's worſhip in his 
houſe on his day, ſuch a one, I ſay, has taken 
ſeveral ſteps toward the kingdom of God, eſ- 
pecially if theſe things be done with real and 
active deſires of abtaining from God in this 
way an inward principle of true religion. 
But to proceed, every one can do at leaſt what 


he 


1341 
he can to abſtain fram diabolical and fleſhly 
laſts, which war againſt the ſaul; ſuch as pro- 
phane curfing and ſwearing, unneceſſary and 
exceſſive: anger, wrath, ſtrife, drunkenneſs, 
laſciviouſneſs, theft, lyiog, and ſuch like. He 


that would regularly ſoek a principle of reli- 
gion, muſt proclaim war againſt this black 
catalogue; muſt ſeriouſly purpoſe, and ho. 
neſtly endeayour to keep his life free from 
ſuch tains: I ſuppoſe it is both needleſs and 

impoſſible to determine how far one ſo and 
ſo circumſtanced may ſucceed in theſe en- 
deavours; how far or ha often one may be 
overcome of evil, through the deceirfulneſs 
and deſperate wickedneſs of an evil heart, 
All that I plead for here, is a perſon's ſeri- 
ouſly reſolving to . oppoſe: theſe evils, and ho- 
neſtly uſing the ſtrength already afforged, 
whether it be more or leſs, to live ſaberly, 
righteouſly, and godly, that bis own heart 
may not reproach him for not doing what 
he could do, to live as a man and as a chriſtian 
ought to live; or for his neglecting to ſeek, 
in God's appointed way, farther aid from 
heaven, where his preſent ſtrength comes 
ſhort. "Now he that will not thus turn at 
God's reproof, although he hath promiſed ta 


pour 


KE 
pour out his Spirit uport- Wich 48 do, that 
perſon, I ſay, wages open war with the King 
of heaven, tramples his goodneſs under foot, 
and ſets his power at defiance! The actions 
of ſuch a one, if pot. into 1 * be 


to this purpoſe. | 


te I care not whether what Ido pleaſes or dif. 
* pleaſes him that made me, and therefore I will 
give myſelf no trouble about ir. He bath ſaid, 
* indeed, that he'll bring me into judgment 
for the things that I do in this body; but 
6 as I value not his bleſſing, ſo I dread not 
* his curſing; I ſcorn to fear the thunder of 
„ his power, let him do his worſt.” And 
tobs not your heart tremble while you read 
ſuch a ſentence? for it muſt tell you tis 2 
jaſt repreſentation of the matter of fact, and 
the conſequence will be ſuitable; for after 
that wiſdom had cry'd without, ſaying, HW 
long, ye fimple ones, will ye love ſimplicity ? 
and the ſeorners delight in their ſcorning, and 
fools hate knowledge? Turn ye at my reproof : 
behold, Iwill pour out my ſpirit unto you, 1 
will make known my words unto you : She 
uttereth this dreadful ' ſentence ; Becauſe I 


Prov. i. 20. 


F 2 have 
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y called, and ye refuſed, I have ſtretched 
. out my hand, and no man regarded ; but ye 
_bave ſet. at nought all my counſel, and would 
none of my reproof : I alſo will laugh at your 
«calamity, I will mock when your fear cometh; 
- _ when your fear cometh as deſolation, and your 
deſtruction cometh as a whirkoind ; when diſtreſs 
and anguiſh cometh upon you. Then ſhall ye 
call upon me, but I will not anſwer ; ye ſhall 
ſeek me early, but ye ſhall not find me: for 
; that ye bated knowledge, and did not chuſe the 
fear of the. Lord. Ye would none of my coun- 
el, ye deſpiſed all my reproof. Therefore ſhall 
they eat of the fruit of their own way, and © 
be filled with their own devices. For the turn- 
ing away of: the ſimple ſhall flay them, and the 
. proſperity of fools ſhall deſtroy them. But "whoſo 
i hearkeneth, unto me, ſhall dell ſafely, and 
Hall be quiet from fear of evil 


Accept therefore the word of exhortation, 
and ſeek to obtain from God a principle of 
. religion, by endeavouring to keep his com- 
mandments; and let the text laſt mentioned, 
on which the exhortation is grounded, dwell 
on your thoughts, and be the matter of your 


Prov. i. 22, 33. 


prayer. 


on | ws Tt 37 o | ; | i t | 

prayer. Ceaſe not to cry to bim, en, 

&« Lord, pour out thy ſpirit upon me, Lord, 

* make known thy work unto. me Behold, ; 
e I turn at thy reproof, I bearken unto thee, . 
« make me to dwell ſafely, ſet me at quiet 
from fear of evil, that evil which is coming 
„upon the children of diſobedience.” The 
hearer of prayers will not ſhut out fuch pe- 
titions, but in due time will give an anſwer 
of peace into thy boſom. 


* 
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It is 7512 to be dookied, but ut th pM i 
ſers himſelf thus to go by rule, and that by | 
a rule ſo extenſive and ſpiritual, that no man 
living can perfectly conform to it, will find 
his fins many; and perhaps his fault may 
ſometimes. be foul: too. Now this being a 
circumſtance of particular danger, I thought 
it worthy particular notice. The perſon who, 
after purpoſes and prayers, finds his fins many, 

and eſpecially. (as it may happen) if he fall 

into ſome groſs act of wickedneſs, will be in 
danger of arguing thus with himſelf :  * To 
* what purpoſe ſhould I endeavour to keep 4 
the commandments of God? I find: it a 4 
„ vain attempt, I'll: therefore give it over, , | 
„and no longer diſquiet myſelf with fruit- 
e lefs endeavours to do what I find is im- 
' « poſſible,” 


_ 
* polfible. y 1 of comihg to ſich a 
determination. He that, upon ſueh arguings, 


gives himſelf up to act without reſtraint, is 


In a ſtate of the moſt dangerous deſpalr. The 


Lord pre ſerve my reader from this ſnare of 


the devil. To this purpoſe conſider, it is not 
the multitude or magnitude of fins that will 
be any man's condemnation in the great day, 
but his want of an intereſt in the propitiation 
for fin which God has provided; ſo that if 
ſeeking in the way of his appointment you 
obtain 'this, your fins, how many and how 
great ſoever they be, ſhall all be forgiven,* 


Again, conſider the God of heaven is not 
a Captious and peeviſh Being, that catches at 


every opportunity to quarrel with his crea- 


tures, but one of goodneſs infinite, who knows 
and pities our weakneſs. And I think the 
ſcriptures warrant me to ſay, that as parents 


are pleaſed to fee a child attempting to do 


fomething that's agreeable to them, though 
it proves too hard a taſk, and he fail in the 


attempt, fo our God and Father allows us 


to'think of him as pleaſed with the lame and 
broken attempts of fach as endeavour to keep 


* Rom, Vill, 1. 


his 


Tt 1 ö 
his ene though his ſoul, abhorg 
thaſe whoſe 2 bean have * 1 = 


yu 7 


* 


Aida: - after ſome at . 


fal, may think after this manner: . Alas, ho 
hep I fallen! Wretch that I am! Surely 
* had my reſolutions been ſtrong, I had ne- 
** yer fallen thus foully. I'll therefore, to 
* ſtrengthen my reſolutions, add yows. II 


* make a ſglemn vow to God, that I'll never 


te commit ſuch wickedneſs more, This ſure 


“ will hold my unſtable foul, and I ſhall 


e ſtand my ground. Beware of theſe thoughts 


alſo, for they are no other than a ſnare of the 


devil, to bring you into à raving deſpair,” ag 
the other was to bring you into a ſtupid do. 


ſpair, after this manner: Such a vom once 


made, there is no doubt but he that gacs - 
bout as a xoaring lion, ſeeking whom he. 
may deyour, will do his utmoſt to bring you - 


again into a like tranſgreſſion; and tis but too 
poſſible he may ſucceed. (For our ſafety lies 
not in our making vows to God, but in our 


being aſſiſted by him, Now the more we de- 


pend upon our own reſolutions, or vows, the 


leſs we took to his hand to help us; and the leſs 
we look for his help, the leſs likely we 
are to have it.) And if this once comes to 


—— —— 
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be the caſe, the guilt of the fact, TY 


wich the breach of a ſolemn vow, will lie | 
very heavy u upon the conſcience; then cometh . 


= wicked one ſuggeſting: Thy fins are too 


hg great to be forgiven ; which the foul, in its 
preſent Gſtreſfed condition, is but toq apt to 


believe, afid then a wild raving deſpair i is the 
conſfierte.” Beware therefore of yows, If 
it be Haid I may yow to do that which is al- 
ready my duty: I anſwer, there is to me a 

thouſand "reaſons againſt it in this one, viz. 
that then we might vow to be perfectly holy 
in heart and life, for this is every one's duty, 
which yet-would only add the guilt of broken | 


vows to our ſins. Vows ſhould be of things 


in our power, which is to watch and: ſtrive 
againſt ſin. Further than this, I think, our 
vows ſhould not go in any caſe. But do you 
perceive: your ſins many? or have you fallen 
foully? the following directions are warrant- 


able, Mio 1 „ g: 


FIR $ z Glas your convictions full IO | 
fear not to think as bad of yourſelf as the 
matter deſerves. 


SECONDLY, Delay not to proftrate 


yourlel before the . of the Majeſty on 
„ 3 f High, 


EF; 


FT " 
High, in FEM to 5 accuſe ybtſef con- 
feſs your guilt, bemoan your wretchedneſs, 
beſeech him to pity your miſerable condition; 
tell him (but tell him truely) how fain you 
would keep his commands; beg him to give 
you a new heart, to write his law in your in- 
ward parts, to take you into a covenant of 
forgiveneſs, and then freely forgive you ac- 
cording to that covenant. In all this, fee that 
you found your hopes of being heard only 
upon that ſacrifice, which Jeſus Chriſt offered 
upon the croſs ; the merits of his ſufferings, 
his death. This is to pray in the name of 
Chriſt, which we are directed to do by out 
Lord himſelf. This done, renew your pur- 
ſes of watching over your heart and ways, 

and of watching and ſtriving againſt that fin 
in particular, into which you have lately fallen. 
Thus ſhould we riſe again by repentance, as 
often as we fall into fin, though it ſhould be 
ſeven, yea though it ſhould be ſeventy times 
ſeven in a day. 'This phraſe of falling and 
riſing again, I conceive to be an allufion to a 
traveller, who, if he fall, will not lie ſtill on 
the ground, but will get up again and purſue 
his journey; which, if he continues to do, 

he may at length reach the pla place he is bound 


for, notwithſtanding many a fall by the way; 
G but 
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but, he that riſeth not, uſt needs come 

ſhort. Rs, 1 
op Thus have 1 Goiſhed my pag to the 

queſtion propoſed, have ſhewn in what way, 
and by what means, a perſon, who at pre- 


ſent has no religion, may and ought to ſeek 
that, heavenly principle: And ſach as it is 


I hope not to be aſhamed of it in the day of 


judgment, and God forbid it ſhould 'then 
be the condemnation of my reader, that he 
had theſe hints of direction, and would not 
be perſuaded tO follow them 3 no, not to el. 
cape an hell of everlaſting miſery, and ob- 
tain an heaven of everlaſting felicity ! ) 


But now, if, upon the reading over theſe 
directions, it ſhould be ſaid, ſurely he is a re- 
ligious perſon who reads, and hears, and prays, 
and lives as here directed, if not, pray ſay 
wherein do they differ? To this I anſwer, 
the directions do ſuppoſe a perſon conſcious 
to himſelf, chat he is not at preſent poſſeſſed 
of any inward principle, that produceth a 


regular courſe of ſuch actings of ſoul as are 


properly religious. And here it ought to be 
remembred, that it has been already proved, 
that RIO actings of ſoul, as ate properly re- 


ligious, 


11 
ligious, are diſtinct and ſeparable from all 
outward actions whatſoever ; inſomuch, that 


the ſoul may be intenſely employed in religious 
exerciſe, properly ſo called, and the body re- 


main entirely unactive; and the body may be 


buſily employed in ſuch actions as have a near 
relation to religion, and at the ſame time the 


ſoul remain entirely unactive as to any reli- 


gious exerciſe properly fo called. For inſtance, 


it is very poſſible for a perſon to be intenſely 


employed in acts of profound veneration, deep 
humiliation, fervent ſupplication, and ſuch 
like actings, which are properly religious, and 
the body remain all the while entirely un- 
active, ſitting in a chair, or lying on a couch. 
And on the other hand, it is, alas, but too 
poſſible for a perſon to be employed in reading 
the ſcripture, in hearing the word preached, 
in uttering forms of words, which, if the 
mind were rightly employed, would' be acts 
of worſhip, and the ſoul all the while remain 
entirely unaRive as to the employment that 
fthould attend ſuch outward actions: So that 
the outward action does. not neceſſarily 
infer the inward. And if a perſon does read, 
and hear, and pray, and wait 'to receive a 
bounty from above, nay, if he do this with 


an high « eſtimation of that bounty, and ſome 
G 2 longings | 


141 
longings of | ſpirit after it; yet it was never 


underſtogd, that to have an high eſteem of a 


good, to: thirſt, after that good, and to ſeek 
for that gend. was the actual obtaining of it. 


And from hence it appears, that a perſon ſo 
a employed may giffer from a religious perſon 


thus: The one is aſking far what the other 
has received, the one is ſeeking for what the 
other has fopnd, The one is knocking that 
it may be opened to him, the other is en- 
tered it t the. ſtrait gate. The latter does 
actually honour and fear God as the ſupreme 
Lord, does eſteem bim as the chief good, is 
ererciſing and expreſſing that honour, Fear, 
and eſteem in all his reading, hearing, pray- 
ing, working, and walking. The former is 
reading, hearing, praying, &c. that he may 
obtain the principle from whence theſe actings 
of ſoul do flow, that they may become the 
matter of his experience in all his reading, 
hearing, Sc. In ſome, reſpects the one is like 


bim that enjoys a conſiderable degree of bo- 


dily health, the other like him that labours 
— * a ſore diſeaſe, but is uſing phyſick, and 
food, and exerciſe, by preſcription, that he 
may obtain the health which the other en- 


joys. But he, who neither is religious, nor 


is ſeeking to become ſo, may be compared to 
4 4 a 5 t, a \ "I . 1 1 — = one 


(eg; | 

one in a high fever, that's light-headed, and 
will be ſubje& to no regulation: : he labours un- 
der a mortal diſeaſe, yet 8 wins take any 

proper medicine, will not o his 
bed, will not abſtain Koh SOR Kats and 
drinks, he will be about the ſtreets, will eat 
and 495 things that heighten his diſtemper, 
and therefore, as far v9 we can Mr muſt d dic 
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'H E reader can hardly fail to obſerve 

that this ſentiment runs through the 

whole of the foregoing diſcourſes, Viz. that as 

God is Ons, ſo religion is One. And yet 

the notion of many different religions is a 

thing almoſt univerſally received. It therefore: 
ſeems neceſlary to ſay ſomething on that head % 7 
in particular. 


The phraſe: - Bferent r n I take to be 
an impropcdiety of ſpeech, intended to ſignify 
wars, which different men (or ſets of men) 
have thken to expreſs their reſpect to the ſu- 
preme Being. As for inſtance, St. Paul, 
making mention of che religion of the Jeus, 

evidently means the particular ways uſed by 
that people to expreſs their reſpect to God, 
as different from the ' ways and methods 
made uſe of by the Gentiles : So when he 
ſpeaks of that, which we now call the Chriſtian 
Religion, he expreſſes himſelf in theſe terms, 


— — — — — — —— 


— o — —Zx—— —H¼ — — —? m —— 
: 


Adi xxvi. 5. 
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I per- 


Tperſecuted that wax unto the death, 2 that 


is, the people who took that way to pay theit 
reſpects to God, which Jeſus of Nazareth 
and his followers taught. And again, he fays 
to Felix, this I confeſs unto thee, that after 


the way, which they call hereſy, ſo worſhip 


IT the God of my fathers Thus, indeed, 


there have been different religions, or to ſpeak 


more properly, different ways of exerciſing 
religion; but it is one, even the ſelf-lame re- 
figion, which was exerciſed by devout men 


im thoſe different ways, that is, it was the 


lame honour, fear, and eſteem of God, that 
was exerciſed and expreſſed by devout men 
among the Fews, while the moſaick diſpen- 


fation continued, and by devout men among 
the Chriſtians, when this diſpenſation took 


place. The fame is true of Abel, Enoch, and 
Noab, of Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob, and 
all the holy men who lived before it pleaſed 
God to inſticute that form of worſhip called 


the Jewiſh Religion. And thus, I conceive, 


that true religion is one and the ſelf- ſame 


thing in all perſons, in all places, in all ages, 


and (I think I might fay) in heaven and 
earth, though the ways of exerciſing and ex- 


* As xxii 4. > 47s xxiv. 14. 
preſſing 
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a 
prefiing i babe been different, IA; ing 


the ap pointmenc of bim to whom Ko re- 


Ss 18 id. As for. all other i (ſo 
called) bu are either à reſpect paid to that 
Which is no God, as is the caſe of idol - wor- 

ſhip; or or elſe an ignorant re ſpect paid to the 
true God in ways not appointed by him, as 
was the caſe of thoſe at Athens, who had e- 
rected and inſcribed an altar to the unknown 
God. The apoſtle Paul allows them to have 
worſhipped the true God, when he ſays to 
them, Whom ye ignorantly worſhip, him de- 
clare I unto you And this I take to be the 
caſe of the Mahometens, and all others who 
worſhip the God that made heaven and earth, 
but do it in ſuch ways and by ſuch means as 
themſelves deviſed, What communications 
there may be from him that is worſhipped, 
to ſuch worſhippers, of what acceptance ſuch 
worſhiþ {hall find with him is not for me to 
determine. But whatever falls ſhort of the 
definition above, appears to me to have no 
more claim to be called religion, than ſtatues 
and pictures have to be called by the names 


of the perſons or the. things they bear ſome 
_ reſemblance to. However, for my own part, 


A 22 xvii. 23. | 
I dare 


p K ” , 9 N ö pe , 
f * 0 SS 
A 1 * 2 * a 7 ; 


” 
\ * 


a fs [49 | 

I dare not conclude that all the Pagan and 
all the Mabometan world are wholly deſtitute 
of the prineiple, and utter ſtrangers to the 
ptactice of true religion; notwithſtanding the 
darkneſs and confuſſon that attend their con- 
ceptions of a Deity, and the unaccountable 
ſuperſtitions whereby they expreſs their reſpect | 
to him. But however that may be, it ap- 
pears,” that as there is one God, | ſo. there is. 
one religion, proceeding from him, and tend- 
ing to him. And ſhould not all that love him 
who begetteth, alſo love every one that is be- 
gotten of him? Should not one ſtream of cor. 
dial affection run through the whole family? 
But how far is this from being the caſe in 
fact, while one ſays, I am of Paul, another 
ſays, Jam of Apothes, 2 Tam of 


om a 


The very firſt notion dts one has of 
religion i is, that it is ſomiething neceſſary to 
our future happineſs, and when perſons have 
come to conceive that the practice of ſuch 
and ſuch particular geſtures are neceſſary, or 
the receiving ſuch and ſach particular notions 
is heceſſary to religion, they conſequently con- 
ceive fuch practice ot ſuch perſuaſion neceſ- 
ſary to ſalvation; and then the propagation 
of them, and the ſuppreſſion of every other 

H way 


[$0] 
way of aQing or thinking in religious mat- 
ters, becomes the higheſt inſtance wherein 
love to our neighbour can poſſibly ſhew it- 
ſelf. This once thoroughly come into will 
carry the beſt of men into perſecuting mea- 
fares, And indeed this is the grand argument 
whereby the Papiſts endeavour to juſtify (both 
to their -owni conſciences within them, and 
to the world around them) all the violences, 
the fines, the bonds, the impriſonments, the 
tortures and deaths by them inflicted on per- 
ſons diſſenting from them, and which would 
undoubtedly carry others into the ſame mea; 
ſures, if they had the ſame power, who are 
far, very far from thinking it of themſelves, 
But were it well underſtood, and generally 
believed, that religion is one, as we have proved 
in this * 5 and that it may ſubſiſt with every 
denomination, a more general benevolence 
ſeems to be the neceſſary conſequence. Every 
one might retain a preference for his own way, 


as that wherein he apprehends religion more 


likely to thrive than in any other way, and yet 
while each gonceives it might live with others, 
each would judge thoſe others alſo might be 
heirs of the ſame ſalvation, and fo they would 
become partakers of the ſame affection, which 


each one now bears to thoſe only of his own 


. 
particular perſuaſion, A temper of mind 
which one would think every one ſhould be 
deſirous to promote, ſeeing that every man's 
conſcience tells him he deſires to find it in 


others, how far ſoever he may be from * 
ſeſſin 8 it himſelf. 


H 2 A Two- 


. 


A \ Two-ro10 Vary « or / RELIGION. 


| Lihough it be true, Ot ien is one 
(even the ſelf-ſame) thing, in all times, 
perſons and places, yet it may be very expe- 
dient for us, to whom the oracles of God 
ate committed, to take two ſeveral views of it. 


FIRST, As it is profeſſed and practiſed 
by the holy angels, and was profeſſed and 


practiſed by our firſt parents in — in- 
nocence. 5 


SE CONDLY, As profeſſed and practiſed 
| by mankind fince the loſs of innocence. In both 
it is a principle of action determining to the 
honour, fear, love, Cc. of the ſupreme Being, 
as has been ſald. But in the caſe of the holy 
angels, this principle has been preſerved, has 
ever been exerted without interruption : And 
this their innocence is that righteouſneſs 
wherein, or on the account of which they 
ſtand accepted in the fight of God, Thus 
they» pay their homage to the Divine Being 
with acceptance they ſtahd in the Divine Fa- 
vour, every one in his own perſonal rectitude, 
or 
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or riphteouſneſs, being innocent beſore the 
Throne: And ſo did our firſt parents, as long 
as they were obedient to him that made 
them; but, alas! they threw off their ſub- 
jection, and thought, by eating the fruit. for- 
bidden, to have ſtolen an independant ſove- 
raignty. Then did their innocence ceaſe, and 
it became utterly impoſſible, in the nature of 
the thing, that they, or any of their deſcen- 
dants, ſhould have a perſonal rectitude or 
righteouſneſs to appear in before God. 


Therefore when we ſpeak of religion as a 
principle in man, (now ſince the fall), it 
ought to be conſidered as reſtored after it had 
been loſt — as yet but immature — as having 
an oppoſite principle to ſtruggle with. 
From which oppoſition ariſes all thoſe incon- 
ſiſtencies that are but too often conſpicuous 
in the lives of the beſt of men. — The two 
principles may be confidered as two comba- 
tants, ſometimes the one, and fometimes the 
other is prevalent ; ſo that the actings of the 
better principle are ſometimes ſuſpended, and 
are ſometimes imperfect — are never accepted 
of God in their own intrinſic value, that be. 
ing too little onght never to be preſented 
to God in our own perſons (they being at- 

tainted 


— —_—_—— —— — * 


tainted) but by a mediator, and in the virtue 


and value of his merit. That mankind is 


not holy in principle and practice, is known 


by obſervation, is ſadly demonſtrated by the 
whole ſpecies. But how we may eſcape the 
puniſhment due to our wickedneſs — That 
the loſt principle may be reſtored — That 


though it be not reſtored in maturity, it ſhall 


be brought to maturity, and the means where- 
by — That though it hath now an oppoſite 
principle to ſtruggle with, that oppoſite prin- 
ciple ſhall be opel, and how — That 
then its actings ſhall be perfect without defect, 
and conſtant to eternity. And in the mean 
time, how our imperfect homage comes to 
find a gracious acceptance with a Being of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity.— Of all 
theſe things there is the profoundeſt filence 
throughout univerſal nature ; the heavens, 
earth, and ſeas, ſay not one word of all this: 


And yet how neceflary to be known? Now 


to inform and ſatisfy the mind about theſe 
particulars, is one principal deſign of holy 
writ, and a goſpel miniſtry, Oh! how plea- 
ſant a place is our lot caſt in, and how goodly 
an heritage have we to whom the goſpel is 
preached ! To the giver of every good and 

perfect 
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1 
perfect gift, pay now, my ſoul, an act of ado- 
ration for this invaluable OS | 


The well-inflruQted perſon, to hin. it 
hath pleaſed God to reſtore the principle un- 
der confideration, joins ſelf - abaſement to 
all his homage. When he worſhips God with 
his ſpirit, he is conſcious of the imperfection 
of that worſhip, and in his heart cries out, un- 
clean, unclean. He is ſo far from thinking, 
that his good deeds can atone for his bad ones, 
that he counts it an act of favour, an act of 
mercy in a God of purity, to accept thoſe 
acts of his that come the neareſt to what they 
ſhould be. If at any time he is led to high 
and honourable thoughts of God, to actual 
adoration of the Divine Perfections, he ex- 
pects not that thoſe acts of homage ſhould be 
kindly taken, but through a mediator; in him 


therefore he rejoices, through whoſe unſpotted 


and meritorious righteouſneſs, his imperfect 
acts of obedience are kindly received above. 
Thus he worſhips God in the ſpirit, rejoices 
in Chriſt Jeſus, and has no confidence in the 
fleſh. All the hopes he has, that his fins 
ſhall be forgiven, and his homage accepted, 
are founded upon the doings and ſufferings of 
the mediator there is between God and man. 


Such 


3 than! 
Auch 4 one aries the AG "= 
adores the grace that has reſtored the prineiple: 


to him, whereby he finds his ſoul inclined to 


that which is" good, and averſe to that which 
is evil: That has new-created him in enn 7 
Jeſus unto ood works, And While his expe- 
rience tells him, that the Pfiveiple in him is 

but as a new- born babe, immatufe, young. 
and weak, he earneſtly deſires the fincere milk 
of the word, that he may grow thereby and 


rejoices whenever he hat a lively hope of at- 
_ taining to the ſtrength and ſtature of a perfect 
man in Chriſt. - While” he tmourns over 
the oppoſition, that a body of ſin makes in him: 


to a life of holineſs, he is relieved by the con- 
ſideration of the 0 fition' that a principle 
of holineſs makes i in him to a life in fin. And 


© this carries his views and hopes to that ſtate, 


where the ſpirits of juſt men are made per- 


fect. And he is ſometimes enabled to rejoice 


tance that is incorrupt 
88 fadeth * —_— 


in the hope of the glory of God, in the hope 
of his own intereſt, in that glorious inheri- 
able and GOES, and 
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Which Joyful hope, 1 me) cannot 


Ky berths experience of any, but thoſe 8 | 


and improve a Divine Revelation. 
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